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The goal of this project is to assist the North Heights neighborhood with their future planning and 

development needs by addressing the neighborhoodõs goals and desires through the creation of a 

neighborhood plan.   

 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD: EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The North Heights neighborhood, located in northeast Amarillo, is defined for the purposes of this 

study as having a northern boundary of NE 24th Ave, an eastern boundary of US Hwy 287/Fillmore 

St, a southern boundary of BNSF railroad line, and a western boundary following the west line of 

Section 189, Block 2, AB&M Survey. 

This neighborhood encompasses 1,673 acres and is developed primarily with single-family 

residences, an established neighborhood created by the subdivisions shown in Figure 1 below.  The 

primary subdivisions which together form this neighborhood include: University Heights, North 

Heights, Hampton Park, Whittington, Park Hills, North Hills, Amarillo Heights, Miller Heights,  

Figure 1  
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Wild Horse, and Glidden and Sanborn, all of which are shown in Figure 2 on page 5.  While some of 

these subdivisions were created in the 1950s and 1960s (in the northeast quadrant), others date 

back to the early 1900s and even the late 1800s (in the central and northwestern areas).  Most of 

the housing units which exist today were built in the early to mid part of the twentieth century.  

Notable features within this neighborhood include four schools, seven churches, and three parks, as 

shown in Figure 3 on page 6.  The neighborhood is entirely within the Amarillo Independent School 

District.   

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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THE BIG PICTURE 

Community Counts 

In late 2015, the Amarillo City Council authorized the creation of BluePrint for Amarillo, a document 

setting the strategic direction for the city in identifying priorities, allocating resources, and 

sharpening focus. Community Counts is the term given to one of the City Councilõs top five priorities, 

the assisting of neighborhoods with future planning and development needs by addressing the goals 

and desires of their residents through collaboration ð the ultimate result of which is a plan which 

summarizes what the neighborhood residents desire, and outlining how to get there.  Six areas were 

identified as target areas for closer examination. North Heights is the first area for which a plan has 

been formulated. 

 

Relationship to Adopted Plans 

The North Heights Neighborhood Plan will be considered as an amendment to the Amarillo 

Comprehensive Plan, adopted on October 12, 2010.   The Comprehensive Plan contains general 

policies, suggestions and guidelines proposed for use by the City of Amarillo to guide the orderly 

growth, development and redevelopment through land use and development ordinances, guide 

decisions regarding provisions of services and improvements, and as a tool for policymaking. It 

guides the long range development of the community.  This amendment to the plan is intended to 

supplement and provide a greater level of detail to help guide decisions within this area of the 

community and to provide a more complete analysis of the characteristics of this neighborhood.   

This plan will be used moving forward as a guide for decision making, a tool for evaluating potential 

policies and land use decisions being considered, information to serve as a basis for prospective 

public-private partnerships, and a starting point for infrastructure and mobility projects. 
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THE NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE 

The next series of maps (Figure 4 - 11) show the demographic breakdown of the neighborhood, 

utilizing data located in the U.S. Census Bureauõs 2014 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.  

 

Age 

The òmedianó age ð that is, the age which divides the population into two numerically equal groups, 

half younger and half older ð varies greatly throughout this neighborhood boundary.  Figure 3 below 

illustrates that the youngest median age (0-25 years) exists in the western central part of the 

neighborhood; in contrast, the northeast corner of the community has a median age of 39ð45years 

and in the northwest, 32ð38 years.   

Figure 4 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Population by Race 

Figure 5 below shows the distribution of race throughout this neighborhood.  This data collected for 

the American Community Survey, or ACS, collects data for four different race categories: African 

American, Asian, Latino, and White.  The North Heights neighborhood -- and four of the five tracts 

outlined below within it -- is predominantly African American; however, the southernmost tract within 

this neighborhood is largely comprised of Latino residents (53%) and White residents (43%).   

 

Figure 5 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

  


